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* Conducted a survey and gathered data from pregnant women in the West
Bank, aimed at identifying instances of gender-based violence and harmful
practices among pregnant women among this demographic (The sample:
1000 respondents). UNFPA in coordination with MoH- Women Health
Development Unit (WHDU), October 2022 - February 2023.

Executive Summary

Gender-based violence in all its forms (physical, psychological, economic, and sexual)
increases the suffering of women, in addition to causing a range of health effects,
psychological, physical, and those related to sexual and reproductive health on the short and
long term. Domestic violence also affects the health of children and their healthy
development physically and psychologically, it may lead to their behavioral and emotional

disturbance, and it may be a reason for them to commit violence at a later time.

Likewise, domestic violence leads to many negative effects on family members, women and
children in particular, in addition to the dangers it poses to the structure of society as a
whole. In addition, violence against women by the husband during pregnancy is a more
serious issue related to public health, and it has an impact harmful to both mother and child.
Pregnancy, when accompanied by partner’s violence, increases the levels of health risks, and
violence during pregnancy, whether physical, psychological, sexual, or economic, leads to
many adverse physical and psychological effects on both the mother and the fetus. Violence
practiced by the husband during pregnancy is classified as harmful behavior towards the
pregnant woman, and it is likely that the level of abuse and its effects are usually affected in
terms of the severity of the violence and its frequency. Violence against a pregnant woman
may lead to risks that may lead to miscarriage or cause harm to the fetus, and to more

serious consequences if it continues.

This study and the survey aim to determine the prevalence of violence by husbands against
pregnant women in the West Bank: (the prevalence rate, contributing factors and its effects
on pregnancy), and to study the size of the phenomenon and the level of partner violence,
and whether the husband's violence causes risks to the health of the mother and child, as it
is related to the complications of pregnancy and childbirth, in order to provide data to
specialists and contribute to formulating directions and proposing clear interventions that

contribute to addressing this phenomenon and improving the quality of services provided to



women in this field in the future.This task included implementing and conducting a
guantitative survey in order to collect data on cases of gender-based violence among
pregnant women through primary healthcare clinics, especially pregnancy care services in
the West Bank, in coordination with the Ministry of Health - Women’s Health Development
Unit (WHDU) and with the support of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), which

aimed to collect (1000) questionnaires within the mentioned survey sample
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